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WELCOME BACK! 

Dear West Families,  

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year at West Campus!  We are so excited to partner with 
you during this coming year for the benefit of your student's learning.  Your teachers and staff 
are already busy getting ready to greet your children with smiling faces.  We hope that you have 
had plenty of opportunities this summer to make wonderful memories with those you love.  As 
the first day of school approaches, we’d like to fill you in on all of the things you have to look 
forward to in the days ahead.    

New students can enroll anytime starting August 2nd.  New students please bring proof of 
address, birth certificate, immunization records & a valid email address.   Parents of current 
students please join us between 8:00-3:30 on August 9th to update your enrollment 
records.  We will need to make sure we have a valid email address for you.  You will also be able 
to pay student fees.   Elementary class assignments will be posted on the front of the 
Elementary windows on August 13th.  Middle School students will get their schedules and locker 
assignments on their first day of school.  Most students will not need to bring school supplies, 
as many school supplies have been generously provided by D11 again this year!   Some special 
supplies may still be needed for classes such as music.  Supply lists can be found on our school 
website.   

First day of school for Elementary and 6th grade will be August 14th.  Sixth grade will enter the 
school through the back middle school doors and will go to the gym for a welcome 
ceremony.  Elementary Students enter the building and proceed to the Multi-purpose Room or 
Cafeteria.  Parents who wish to accompany students must sign in in the Elementary Lobby.  All 
classroom teachers will have signs with their names and students will be seated together for 



 

our first day and thereafter for our Morning Meeting.   Bus riders will be escorted to their 
classrooms by a staff member.  First Day for 7th and 8th grade will be August 15th.  All Middle 
School students will gather out back and enter through the rear door. Picture day is August 
19th.  Life Touch will be our vendor this year.  Our new and returning staff are excited to chat 
with you and answer all of your questions on Open House night, which will be August 22th.  To 
best accommodate families with students in both schools, Elementary Open House will run 
from 5:30-7:00 and Middle School Open House will be from 6:00-7:30.  There will be no school 
for students on September 2nd or September 23rd.    

School hours are as follows: 
Elementary School – West gate to playground will be locked for security reasons.  
8:00 – Staff members will be at the Kiss and Go Lane to greet arriving students.  Students enter 
the building and proceed to the Multi-purpose Room or Cafeteria.   There is no Elementary 
Recess before school.  
8:15 - Students are taken to their classroom by their teacher for breakfast in the classroom  
8:30 - School begins.  All students need to arrive by 8:30 to not be counted tardy.   
3:00 - School ends. Students will be escorted to the bus or to their class line-up spot in front of 
the school.  Parents using the Kiss and Go may remain in their cars and students will be directed 
to you. 

Middle School  
8:00 - Playground supervision begins  
8:35 - Students enter the building. Grab n Go breakfast in the hallway.8:42 – Class starts   
3:40 - School ends 

At 8:35 middle school students enter the building and can grab a breakfast bag in the hallway 
by the front office.   Breakfast continues to be free for all West Campus students.  Free and 
Reduced meal applications are now being accepted.  Using the online service minimizes the 
wait time of students to receive this benefit. Paper copies will also be available in the school 
offices.  You can access this form online at the following 
link:  https://www.myschoolapps.com/Application.   

Please know that family members are an invaluable part of the West family and are welcome to 
visit our school any time.  Contact our Counseling Secretary, Kelly Brakefield at 328-3912 if you 
would like to volunteer at either the elementary or middle school.  It is vital to our school’s 
health to have parents who are active in our PTA and School Accountability Committee.  For 
more information about involvement in either, please contact Ms. Newton or Ms. Sims.  PTA 
and SAC meetings are the first Tuesday of the month with PTA from 5:00-5:45 and SAC from 
5:45-6:30 in the media center.   

Your child’s safety is our top priority.  With that in mind, we ask for your cooperation in helping 
ensure that crosswalks are used by students and adults when traveling to and from the 



 

school.  We also ask that bus zones be kept clear of car traffic during bus drop off and pick up 
times.  This will prevent busses from blocking street traffic. Finally, we also ask that you check in 
at the front office and wear a visitor’s badge any time you visit the school between 8:00-
4:00.  This way we know that that you belong to our West family, and it helps us prevent 
strangers from entering our school.    

West Campus has implemented a new cell phone policy this year.  Middle school students will 
be required to keep their phones in their lockers from the time they enter the building in the 
morning, until they leave the building at the end of the day.  Elementary school students must 
keep their phones in their backpacks or give them to their teacher to lock up in the classroom.  
You will receive more details about the cell phone policy at Open House.  Sixth graders and new 
students will be briefed on the policy during the first week of school.  Seventh and eighth 
graders have already attended training on the new expectations.  Information about our cell 
phone expectations can be found on our website under the “Parents” tab.    

Unless they are staying after school for a school sponsored activity, elementary students should 
be picked up or off campus by 3:15 and middle school students should be off campus by 
4:00.  The exterior of the campus is unsupervised after these times, therefore closed to 
students.   

You can keep track of what is happening at West in a number of ways.  You can visit our website 
at west.d11.org.  Be on the lookout for a monthly newsletter that is sent out the first of every 
month through the Loop and is posted on our website.  You can also follow our Facebook page 
at "West Campus Colorado Springs" and Twitter @westcampus_CS.  Please be sure to sign up 
for the new D11 Loop and Q Parent Portal and download the D11 App.  Opportunities to sign up 
for The D11 Loop and ParentConnect will be available at Registration and Open House.  Parents 
and guardians may also log on to The D11 Loop notification system portal at any time to check 
their child’s grades, attendance, notifications, and lunch balance. The D11 Loop portal website 
address is: d11.org/loop. The parent/guardian login and password are the same login and 
password used for the Q Parent Portal.  

Thank you for choosing West as your child’s learning community.  We'd would love to hear your 
thoughts on how we can work together on behalf of your student and all of our students.  

Respectfully,  

Karen Newton, Principal     Shalah Sims, Principal 
West Elementary School     West Middle School  

 



 

STAFFING NEWS! 

A NOTE FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: As part of a district-wide restructuring of staff, Mrs. 
Stewart Birchfield will now be the Assistant Principal for both schools. I have served as the Dean 
and the Assistant Principal for West Middle School since SY 2016-2017. I am excited to expand 
my scope to work with our Elementary students and families. My new role will provide great 
opportunities to strengthen our campus and the West Side pipeline. 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW DEAN! 
Hi everyone my name is Kevin Junod and I am excited to be the new Dean at West.  I was a teacher the 

last 8 years in Harrison School District 2.  I taught 1st, 2nd, 4th, and 5th grade.  I enjoyed the challenges 

and fun times each grade brought.   I have 3 boys that have kept me incredibly busy this summer.  We 

have spent the summer going to movies, Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, water parks, and playing at 

parks.  My oldest son, Kayden, is getting ready to start middle school, and that has been a whirlwind of 

excitement and nerves these last couple of months.  My other son, Elliott, is getting ready to start 1st 

grade.  He loves playing soccer and is ready to get back to his friends at school.  My youngest, Hunter, 

just turned 2 and Paw Patrol is his thing right now.  It is fun watching him try to keep up with his older brothers.  When 

they aren't keeping me busy, I enjoy reading, hiking, biking, cooking, and baking.  Colorado Springs has been my home the 

last 33 years, and could not think of a better place to call home for my family.  This is my first year out of the classroom 

and I can't wait to start working and learning from the staff at West. 

 

COUNSELING 

Nicholas Liles, Social Worker 

Sarah Clapham, Counselor 

Sara Tusler, Counselor 

 

Attendance  

If your child will be absent, please call the 

attendance line at 719-328-3911. Absences must be 

reported with 24 hours or will remain unexcused 



 

News from Colorado Springs School District 11 

Food & Nutrition Services 
School Year 2019-2020 

We are pleased to offer reasonably priced, great tasting, freshly prepared, safe, and nutritionally sound food 
that will help students perform their best in the classroom. Meals served in D11 schools are free of dyes, MSG, 
transfats, and artificial sweeteners. Every student who purchases lunch is welcome to go back for seconds at 
the salad bar at no additional charge.   

D11 Good Food Project information may be found at:  https://www.d11.org/Page/2033  

Nutritious Breakfast:  A Foundation of Learning! 

A nice variety of hot and cold breakfast items is served daily in 45 selected sites before each school day. 
Studies have shown that those students who start their day with breakfast perform better in not only in their 
schoolwork but in athletics.  https://www.d11.org/Page/2037  

Breakfast is FREE for all students who qualify for either free or reduced lunch.   
Breakfast is also served FREE to all students in the classroom after the tardy bell rings at selected 
District 11 school sites.  See our web site for a complete list of those schools. 
https://www.d11.org/Page/2043  

 

Meal Payment Online – MOBILE!  FAST!  CONVENIENT!  FRIENDLY! 

All parents are invited to register at myschoolbucks.com. This site or mobile app allows parents to review meal 
histories and set up e-mail notifications, regardless of prepayment participation. Parents are also welcome to 
send checks or cash payments to the school site.  http://www.myschoolbucks.com 

Student Meal Prices 

Breakfast Prices for Regular Priced Breakfast Lunch Prices for Regular Priced Lunch 

$1.50  Elementary Schools    $2.65  Elementary Schools 

$1.60 Secondary Schools    $2.80  Middle Schools, $3.05 High Schools 

https://www.d11.org/Page/6035  

A special note about CSSD11 lunch service. Reduced priced lunch is now FREE for grades PK through 12th grade 
in District 11! The Colorado State Legislature passed laws in 2008, 2014, and 2019 that eliminated the “reduced 
price” for lunch in grades PK-12, making this lunch meal FREE for students who qualify for “reduced price.”  

CSSD11 does not allow meal charges beyond the first 30 days of school.  Per Federal law, any charges accrued 
during that time must be paid back.  After the first 30 days, if students have insufficient funds for meal service 
they will be offered an alternate meal.  Slips will be sent home with the student informing parents of the 
alternate meal served along with payment information for future meals. 

More information at:  https://www.d11.org/Page/2038  

Free and Reduced Meal Applications are now available online : The simple application can be easily and quickly 
completed at:  https://www.MySchoolApps.com 
 
District 11 Food & Nutrition Services Helpful Resource Links for Parents and Staff 
https://www.d11.org/Page/2036  

https://www.d11.org/Page/2033
https://www.d11.org/Page/2037
https://www.d11.org/Page/2043
http://www.myschoolbucks.com/
https://www.d11.org/Page/6035
https://www.d11.org/Page/2038
https://www.myschoolapps.com/
https://www.d11.org/Page/2036


 

 West athletics 

Girls Track starts on August 19th and Wrestling starts on September 16th.  In order to participate in or 

tryout for a sport, students need 1.) A D11 Participation Form 2.) A signed Blue Card 3.) A physical form 

signed by a doctor in the last 12 calendar months.  Paperwork can be turned in at the counseling office.  

There are no fees to participate in athletics this year! 

 

Important dates 

8/9 Middle School Registration Day 

8/14 First day of school for Elementary and 6th grade students 

8/15 First day of school for 7th and 8th grade students 

8/19 Picture Day 

8/22 Open House Elementary 5:30-7:00; Middle 6:30-7:30 

8/29  Middle School AVID parent night 6:00-7:30 

 

 

From Your West Campus Parent-Teacher Association 

 

Dear West Campus Parent,  

 

Welcome to the new school year! Studies show that parent involvement is a better predictor of student success than 

test scores are. And one of the simplest—yet most impactful—ways you can get involved is to become a member of the 

West Campus PTA today. It’s easy to do and we hope you will!  

 

1. Fill out the form on the bottom of this page to join. It’s just $10 for the year.  
 

2. Follow us on Facebook at West Campus PTA.  
 

3. Start supporting your PTA now in the easiest, most low-hassle way imaginable. Connect your King Soopers 
loyalty card to our West Campus PTA account, and every time you spend anything, a portion goes to us. You 
don’t do anything you wouldn’t do anyway—and we earn money!  



 

 
a. Go to www.kingsoopers.com 
b. Login using your King Soopers card or alternate 

ID 
c. Click on “My Account.” 
d. Click on “Community Rewards.” 
e. Search for West Campus PTA or KC862 
f. Click “Enroll.” 

 
That’s all there is to it—once your loyalty card is 
connected to us, we earn when you spend. It’s like “free 
money” for West Campus PTA. Thanks for taking the 5 
minutes to make this happen. It could be worth 
thousands of dollars to us over the course of the year. 

 

Jacilyn Evans, Shauna Prince, & Jen Stevens 

West Campus PTA Officers 

westcampuspta@gmail.com  

 

 

               ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  

 
The West Campus PTA (Fall 2019 Membership Drive—Aug. Newsletter) 

 
YES! I’d like to join and donate to the West Campus PTA today. It’s just $10 to join—any additional donation 
beyond that (which we’d appreciate!) goes toward our PTA-sponsored projects. Cash accepted or make checks 
out to West Campus PTA. Simply drop this at the office or send it into school with your child!  
 
Please circle one:    $10     $ 20    $ 50    $ 100   $ _____________ (other)   
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Child(ren) and Grade/Class _______________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Email  ___________________________________________________  Phone number __________________________________________________ 
 
 
[   ] Yes! Please let me know if you need help with any projects, and I’ll let you know if I’m available.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westside is the best side! 

Connect Your King Soopers Loyalty 

Card to our West Campus PTA and a 

Portion of All Your Regular Grocery 

Spend Automatically Goes to Us!  

 
This Is the Easiest, Most Low-Hassle Way to 

Support Your West Campus PTA! 
  

http://www.kingsoopers.com/
mailto:westcampuspta@gmail.com

